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The Civil War — A Nation Divided
The Civil War (1861–1865) was the deadliest conflict ever fought on American soil and forever changed the direction of the United States. To understand why it happened, we must look at how different the Northern and Southern states had become by the mid-1800s.
Different Ways of Life Emerge
During the early 1800s, the United States was growing quickly. Railroads, canals, and new inventions transformed the North into a center of industry. Factories produced cloth, tools, shoes, iron, and later steel. Cities like New York, Philadelphia, and Boston attracted millions of immigrants who came seeking work and a new life.
Most Northern states had ended slavery by the 1830s, and many Northerners believed the federal government should have the power to make decisions for the entire nation.
The South, however, developed in an entire nation.
The South, however, developed in an entirely different way. Its warm climate, long growing season, and rich soil made it ideal for agriculture. Plantations produced huge amounts of cotton, tobacco, and sugarcane, which were sent to northern factories and to Europe. This economy depended on the forced labor of enslaved African Americans. For many white Southerners, slavery was seen as essential to their way of life, and they believed each state, not the federal government, should decide whether slavery was allowed.
A Growing Argument
As the United States added new territories in the West, one major question caused bitter arguments:
Would new states allow slavery or not?
Congress tried to compromise after compromise, but neither side was satisfied. The North feared that slavery would spread across the continent. The South feared that if more free states joined the Union, they would outvote the Southern states in Congress.
The Breaking Point
In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected President. Although Lincoln promised not to end slavery where it already existed, Southern leaders believed he would prevent slavery from expanding westward. They worried this would weaken their political power.
Between December 1860 and May 1861, eleven Southern states seceded, meaning they broke away from the United States and formed a new nation called the Confederate States of America. The remaining states stayed loyal to the United States, now called the Union.
The Civil War officially began on April 12, 1861, when Confederate forces fired on Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina.

Part A – Section 2: Activities & WHY/HOW Questions
WHY & HOW Questions
1. WHY did the Northern and Southern states develop such different ways of life?
2. HOW did the election of Abraham Lincoln lead to the secession of Southern states?
3. WHY did disagreements about new western states become such a major cause of the Civil War?
4. HOW did geography give advantages to both the Union and the Confederacy?
********************************************************************************
Activity 1 — Cause & Effect
Identify the cause and effect for each statement.
1. Cause: The North built many factories.
Effect: _______________________________________
2. Cause: Southern states relied on slave labor for agriculture.
Effect: _______________________________________
3. Cause: Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860.
Effect: _______________________________________
************************************************************************************

Activity 2 — Timeline
Place these events in the correct order (1–4):
• Southern states begin seceding from the Union.
• The Civil War begins at Fort Sumter.
• Abraham Lincoln is elected President.
• The North and South argue over slavery in new western territories

Part B — GEOGRAPHY: How the Land Shaped the War
The geography of the United States played a powerful role in the Civil War.
The Union (North) and the Confederacy (South) each had geographical strengths and weaknesses that shaped battles, strategy, and survival.
The Union (North)
The Union included 23 states stretching from the East Coast to the Midwest. Its geography supported industry and transportation.
Key features:

Cold winters and rocky soil — fewer farms, more cities and factories
Large population — more soldiers and workers
Thousands of miles of railroad — faster troop and supply movement
Strong navy — controlled the seas and blocked Southern trade
Major rivers — used as borders and transportation routes
Large manufacturing cities like New York, Boston, Philadelphia
produced weapons, food, uniforms, and iron.

The Confederacy (South)

The Confederacy included 11 states from Virginia to Texas. Its geography supported agriculture and defensive fighting.
Key features:
Warm climate and long growing season — ideal for cash crops
Huge farms (plantations) — cotton, tobacco, sugarcane
Few factories, few railroads — shortages of weapons and supplies
Very long coastline — difficult for the Union to fully block
Familiar terrain — Southern soldiers knew their land
Rural population — fewer cities, fewer workers for manufacturing

Even though the South had excellent military generals and defended its home territory, the North’s industrial and transportation advantages were extremely powerful.
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
Part C — JEWISH AMERICANS IN THE CIVIL WAR
Jewish communities in the 1800s were small but active in both the North and the South. Most were immigrants from Germany or Eastern Europe seeking freedom and new opportunities.
Roles in the War

Jewish merchants supplied clothing, shoes, blankets, and food to both armies.
Jewish soldiers served on both sides — as infantrymen, officers, and medics.
Jewish families ran small shops that served soldiers and towns.
Women took important roles in hospitals and charity groups.



Important Jewish Figures

Rabbi Arnold Fischel (Union):
He traveled to Washington to argue that Jewish chaplains should be allowed to serve in the Union Army. Congress changed the law because of him.
Phoebe Pember (Confederacy):
A Jewish woman from Georgia who helped run Chimborazo Hospital, one of the largest hospitals during the war. She cared for thousands of wounded soldiers.
General Order No. 11
In 1862, General Ulysses S. Grant expelled Jews from parts of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Kentucky.
President Abraham Lincoln cancelled the order within weeks, calling it unfair.
This event showed both the presence of prejudice and the strength of American democracy in correcting injustice.

Part D — WOW FACTS! (Fun & Surprising Facts)
The Civil War caused over 620,000 deaths—more than any other American war.
Soldiers marched 20–25 miles per day carrying heavy equipment.
Abraham Lincoln received over 10,000 letters a week from soldiers, generals, and ordinary citizens.
The Confederate White House in Richmond had gas lighting, which was rare at the time.
Some soldiers kept pet mascots, including a bald eagle named Old Abe.
One battle (Antietam) became the single bloodiest day in American history.
Telegraph lines allowed Lincoln to receive battlefield updates within hours, a new technology advantage.
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Part E — HOMEWORK 
Write a Paragraph: “Life on the Battlefield or Homefront”

Write 7–8 sentences describing either:
A day in the life of a Civil War soldier (Union or Confederate),
 			OR
A day in the life of a person at home during the war (a mother, a storekeeper, a nurse, a student, etc.)
Instructions
Your paragraph should include:
a) At least two facts from the reading
b) One detail about geography, resources, or daily challenges
c) At least one WOW FACT used correctly
d) One Jewish-American detail (optional but encouraged)

You may:
Submit neatly handwritten work  (neat and easy to read)
OR

Type and submit through Google Classroom
**************************************************************************

Part F — ACTIVITIES
Activity 1 — Comparing the North and South
Write/type  in BULLET POINTS
1. North (Union)	
2. South (Confederacy)	
Activity 2 — Mini-Map (Create Your Own)
Instructions:

a) Draw the outline of the United States.
b) Shade the Union states in blue.
c) Shade the Confederate states in gray.
d) Mark two major rivers from the reading.
e) Add the cities: New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Richmond, Atlanta.
f) Add a simple map key.

Activity 3 — Cause & Effect Matching
Match the causes with the correct effects.

Causes
1. The North used factories and railroads.
2. The South depended on plantations and enslaved labor.
3. New states were added in the West.
4. Abraham Lincoln won the 1860 election.
Effects
A. The South feared losing political power.
B. The North could supply weapons quickly.
C. Arguments grew between North and South.
D. The South believed slavery was necessary for their economy.





